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DMV Urges Virginians to Prioritize Pedestrian Safety Behind the Wheel   
Drivers Should Slow Down and Look Up 

 
RICHMOND – The Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) is asking for drivers to help keep 
pedestrians safe on the roadways. Preliminary numbers show that so far this year there have been 453 
crashes involving pedestrians in Virginia. Of those crashes, 442 pedestrians were injured and 35 were 
tragically killed.  
 
“We cannot ignore these numbers,” said DMV Commissioner Gerald Lackey, the Governor’s Highway 
Safety Representative. “But more importantly, we have to start thinking of the numbers we share as what 
they really are – human lives. Every single one of the 477 pedestrians injured or killed so far this year in 
Virginia are someone’s child, parent, spouse, best friend and whole world. We need to value and protect 
each other on the roadways. That means slowing down and keeping our eyes on the road. Every second 
counts when it comes to keeping our friends and family safe inside and outside of our cars.” 
 
DMV is reminding motorists of two small steps they can take to make a big impact on safety – slow down 
and look up.  
 
Slow Down:  
Speed plays a major factor in a pedestrian's chances of surviving a crash. In the graphic below from the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), you can see that a pedestrian who is hit by a 
vehicle traveling 32 mph has a 25% risk of death. By adding just 10 mph, that risk doubles and if the 
vehicle is moving 50 mph that risk of death jumps to 75%. Be sure to obey posted speed limits no matter 
where you go. 
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https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/safety-topics/pedestrian-safety


 

 
 

 
 

Look Up: 
Many people see no harm in texting, sorting through their playlist or adjusting their navigation while 
driving. But there are serious dangers hidden in those seconds of your eyes being off the road. You could 
easily miss a pedestrian stepping out to cross the road, and those seconds could be the difference 
between life and death. Remember that driving requires all of your attention and awareness of your 
surroundings. This is particularly important in neighborhoods, shopping centers and other locations where 
more pedestrians are sharing the roadway. Keep your eyes on the road to keep pedestrians safe. See 
what a difference a few seconds can make in this video from NHTSA and the Ad Council. 
 
To learn more about pedestrian safety and how you can help, please visit our website. For local statistics 
on pedestrian crashes, please see the chart below or contact Jillian Cowherd.  
 
The below chart shows preliminary numbers (January 1 – April 10, 2024) as crash reports can take time 
before reaching DMV. Cities and Counties with zero crashes have been removed. 
 
 

City/County 

2024 

Crashes 
Pedestrian 

Fatalities 
Pedestrian 

Injuries 

Alexandria City 18 0 18 

Bristol City 1 0 1 

Charlottesville City 8 0 8 

Chesapeake City 6 0 6 

Danville City 1 0 1 

Fairfax City 4 0 4 

Falls Church City 1 0 1 

Fredericksburg City 7 0 7 

Galax City 1 0 1 

Hampton City 13 0 14 

Harrisonburg City 6 0 6 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-kLpMxyL4U
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/safety/programs/pedestrians


 

 
 

Hopewell City 2 0 2 

Lynchburg City 5 0 5 

Newport News City 21 1 20 

Norfolk City 21 2 22 

Petersburg City 5 1 4 

Poquoson City 1 0 1 

Portsmouth City 11 0 11 

Richmond City 41 0 45 

Roanoke City 18 1 17 

Salem City 1 0 1 

Staunton City 1 0 1 

Suffolk City 1 0 1 

Virginia Beach City 22 1 21 

Waynesboro City 1 0 1 

Williamsburg City 1 0 2 

Winchester City 3 0 3 

Accomack County 1 0 1 

Albemarle County 5 1 5 

Arlington County 28 0 29 

Augusta County 4 2 2 

Bedford County 1 0 1 

Buchanan County 1 0 1 

Campbell County 1 0 1 

Caroline County 2 1 1 

Chesterfield County 10 2 9 

Culpeper County 5 2 3 

Dickenson County 1 0 1 

Fairfax County 52 5 51 

Fauquier County 2 0 2 

Floyd County 1 0 1 

Greene County 1 0 1 

Greensville County 1 1 0 

Hanover County 2 0 2 

Henrico County 27 3 26 



 

 
 

Isle of Wight County 1 1 0 

James City County 3 0 3 

King George County 1 0 1 

Loudoun County 18 2 17 

Mecklenburg County 1 1 0 

Montgomery County 5 0 6 

Nottoway County 1 0 3 

Patrick County 1 0 1 

Pittsylvania County 1 1 0 

Powhatan County 2 0 2 

Prince Edward County 1 0 1 

Prince William County 28 3 27 

Pulaski County 2 0 2 

Roanoke County 3 1 2 

Rockingham County 1 0 1 

Shenandoah County 2 0 2 

Spotsylvania County 5 1 4 

Stafford County 5 1 4 

Washington County 1 0 1 

Wythe County 3 1 2 

York County 2 0 2 

Totals 453 35 442 
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